Frequency of white matter lesions and silent lacunar infarcts.
White matter lesions and silent lacunar infarcts are related to and may result from cerebral small vessel disease. Reported frequencies of these lesions vary largely among studies. Differences in imaging techniques, rating scales, cut-off points in lesion severity grading and study populations contribute to the variation, in addition to differences in risk factor profiles across studies. In this paper, we will firstly discuss general methodological issues that may influence reported frequencies of white matter lesions and silent lacunar infarctions, and then review published data. We will focus on the results from population-based studies and only briefly comment on patient series of stroke and dementia.